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Choi, Kyung-hee

Hansung University

Yuk, Wan-soon is a one of the person who represents Korean modern dance.
Wan-soon is a educator and a choreographer. She is referred to as a pioneer of
Korean modern dance.

She studied at University of Illinois Graduate School and Martha Graham
School of Contemporary Dance in 1961~1963. After returning home, she has
taught American modern dance, Martha Graham dance technique at Kyung Hee
and Ewha Womans University.

At that time, dance training was mainly conducted in studios. Alternatively,
she strengthened modern dance through curricular or extracurricular lesson, regu-
lar concert, summer workshop etc.

Moreover, she founded dance company such as Orchesis(1963) and Korea Con-
temporary Dance Company(1975). She encouraged students to embody creative and
experimental spirit through those organizations. Because of the systematic and
specific education, modern dance became settle as part of university education

and arts education.

Her artistic works vary from Korea and religious things, topic of envi-
ronment and science related to day-to-day life. Especially, her concern as a
choreographer side by side with flow of the era which intend to newly inter-
pret and create materials of Korea. Due to contact with the various audience,
modern dance spreads out in Korea and established a position as an art area.

In addition, she presented the direction and possibilities of dance studies on
the basis of research and writing activity. Her main academic interests focused on
choreography and improvisation, and modern dance. However, it encompassed
the dance aesthetics, western dance history, anatomy, acting etc.

In 1985, she established the Modern Dance Promotion of Korea in coopera-
tion with contemporary dance artists. Its original aim is to enhancedance arts in
Korea and to promote mutual understanding and cooperation with international
society through dance exchange programs. Holding Korea Dance Festival, the
Seoul International Choreography Festival are representative examples. She has
been constantly tried to cultivate dance specialists and challenged globalization

of Korean modern dance.

(key words) cmodern dance, dance in higher education, enhance of specialty, international exchange programs,

globalization of Korea modern dance
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