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Abstract

A study of the characteristics of object relations
appearing in {The Prodigal Son) of G. Balanchine

Lee, Ji-yeon - Yewon School

Along with the fast change of the modern society, the standard of living has also quickly
developed, and economic development has been achieved. As a result, the quality of life has been
better, and the desire for arts has been on the rise. In the circumstance, arts have been placed in
one area of education, and people have created and activated the culture of performances that
they watch, feel, and enjoy, beyond learning. However, the quality of human life and the change
of socia environment have led into the pursuit of materialism, and has caused a sharp rise in
immorality crimes, rather than the positive change of the social concept of family. In fact, such a
problem is not limited to the present society. The story of The Return of the Prodigal Son in the
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Bible (Luke, 15:11-32) is also based on the a ‘broken family’ at that time.

By investigating the tendency of object relations appearing in {The Return of the Prodigal
Son) , this study came to the following conclusion:

First, the motions and mime described in Chapter 1 and Chapter 3 of (The Prodigal So
n) showed that the relations between the prodigal son, his sisters, and his father feature

repetitiveness of the important relations experienced in the past, in terms of the characteristics of
object relations.

Secondly, all of the processes of overcoming the prodigal son's loss and condolence through
his character maturity, of having the positive recovery impulse of life by achieving his menta
health, and of returning to his father and experiencing religious experience of love and
forgiveness occurred in close relationship between them. In the case, in terms of the
characteristics of object relations, it was found that the prodigal son is placed in ‘the middle
zone of experience’, or the third zone of human life' where religions experience arises.

Thirdly, in Chapter 2, the prodigal son who went to a far-away country was dependent on
his wealth; felt that he was omnipotent; failed to realize the objective reality around him; played
the prodigal; and finaly recognized the reality after squandering al of his fortune. Such
appearance showed that there is ‘the middle zone' in relations in terms of the characteristics of
object relations.

Also given that (The Prodigal Son) is a story of a family and includes the characteristics
of object relations beyond simple presentation of a story, the work provided an opportunity to
review and re-recognize broken families and human relations in the modern society.

key words: object relations, recovery of human being, the prodigal son
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