Abstract

Meaning of God as Indicated in [The Swan Lake]
- Based on the Material Allotment -

Baek, Eui-seon (Wonkwang University)

The characteristics of [The Swan Lake] choreographied by Macius Petipa and Lev
Ivanov are as follows. The features of romantic ballet and classical ballet are shown in
the work. Each function of the leading dancer and Corps de Ballet is displayed radically
and as another important feature, it is dramatized. The 1st act consists of somewhat
common characteristics in the whole as mime and Corps de Ballet besides Pas de trois
developing in the classical format. The arrangement of dance and mime is organized
based on the tradition of classical form. And aiming at the classical format, the 3rd act
harmonizes the romanticism and classicism sophisticately. In the Grand pas de Deux of
Odile and the prince adding a beauty in the traditional development of change, the
dancing 32 Fouettes have a strong characteristics and are completed with the action
encaptured with a victory by displaying the magical power of QOdile in the role of
Devil's daughter. In 2nd and 4th acts, fantastic moods are embodied by pure white
costumes.

The 2nd and 4th dact can be mentioned as a innocent and poetic idea, expressing
emotions in abundant music. Tchaikovsky endowed each character with different
characteristics in composition and as he paid careful attention in describing the
psychology of the characters and the situations skillfully, he composed it according to
the ballet script. He composed the symphonic music plenty of musical content.

The 3rd act is displayed as a psychological drama of the prince wandering about

* o] =52 g9sha e dthelw wH x| el o8 78 (This paper was supported by Wonkwang

=PRUSSEA| H122 H1Z (B3 H155) 20014 38 101



the reality and dream as a radical change.

The 4th act is performed in lonely, lonesome, beautiful and poetic expression
showing that the swans was anxiety about Odette’s late return and is developed into
dramatic one steadily to reach at the climax rich with emotion.

The nature regards as a god the mystery of life having the inner power with
permanent living and death by seasons. Rothbart, the devil god in [The Swan Lake],
starts to perform from the 2nd act. Due to the magic of Rotyhbart, they are turned into
virgins one by one as they arrived at the edge of the lake crossing it when the beautiful
moon appears in the lake. The devil rothbart transforms into owl and monitors the
virgins day and night.

To create evil means the omnipotence of the god. In the 3rd act, the prince is
encaptured with the attraction of Odile to dance with her due to the magic of Rothbart.
And the prince submits to the magic of Roghbart. The prince declares the engagement
in front of everyone holding hands with Odile. At this time, the promise between
Odette and the prince is broken. Sitting at the window, Odette flies away crying
sorrowfully. At that time, the chandelier shining brightly is turned off, the thunder
grumbles and the weird wind rises. The devil father and daughter in black clothes
disappear leaving a laugh. Finally, the prince realizes that he fell into capricious
Rothbart’s trap.

4th dact: Odette meets the entity with supernatural power to get the power to
solve the danger coming in the future. For Odette, this power comes from the pure
love. The strong love of prince ready for death, defeats the Rothbart’s magic.

Like this, the meaning of god in [The Swan Lake]| creates the unique style of the
work with the grandiose and spectacular material of fantasy for the future.
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