Abstract

An Investigation of Lee Mae-Bang's
Original ‘Changum-Mu’

Lee, Mi-young (SuWon, KukMin University)

The history of dance has come down to the present growing and developing as
closely connected with human history, and the aim of dance has changed repeatedly with
the changes of human culture. Dance as a product of human history and culture is the
most basic means of expression and an art form which reflects and represents modes of
life at particular places and times or racial traits not to speak of the inner world of man
through human body.

From the ancient times, every nation has been keeping its own dances that have
become a part of its culture and people’s everyday life, and without dance, the streams of
culture and daily living will be stopped and have no meaning!

Therefore, certain stages of change in ‘Gum-mu’ (Sword dance) that was first
performed for the ritual purpose and has developed mainly around several tools are
investigated in this study, and next unique styles of lee Mae-bang’s original
‘Changum-mu’ (spear and sword dance) are looked at as well as the necessity of more
fundamental studying of dance.

A study of Lee Mae-bang’s original ‘Changum-mu’ can be one way to transmit and
develop our tradition together with the studies of ‘Gum-mu’ an origin of tool dances, so
the purpose of this study is to reconsider the value and significance of ‘Changum-mu’ ;
stages of change in ‘Gum-mu’ from of symbolic and incantatory meanings to of artistic
meaning, and particular characteristics of ‘Changum-mu’.

To investigate the history, forms, physical movements and aesthetical aspects of
‘Changum-mu’, firstly relevant books were surveyed, secondly a field research was
conducted and finally the author’s direct experiences of receiving dance training were
referred.
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