Abstract

A Study of Pung Ruy Spirit Appeared in Jinju Pokurak
and Kyobang Gutguri Dances

Y00, Mi-hee (Ewha Womans University)

This study is to see what relevancy the elegant pursuits of Korean ancestors which
have become a spiritual and cultural background of this country has to its dance culture,
and to investigate some aspects of the Korean peoples elegant pursuits through Jinju
pokurak and Kyobang gut-guri dances. For this purpose, structures and characteristics of
those to dances such as dance movement, dance floor pattern, and the movement quality
are phenomenologically analyzed.

In Jinjupoku-rak, the circular and S-shaped formation and the dance evolvement into
all directions symbolize the cycle of nature and the natural laws in all things. Nature
does’nt exclude human being. On the contrary, it embraces us with its power of giving life
and has deep relation to the interactions between Yin and Yang. Meanwhile, in the
Gutguri dance, the Yin and Yang structure of tension and relaxation which can be seen
in the "il"'shaped formation, the taegeuk patterns in the wrist gestures and dance floor
pattern, and the circulation of vital energy in the vertical body posture represent the
peculiar Korean idea understanding the heaven as a fountain of the inherent human
vitality and will to accomplish a state of self-renunciation, absence of the worldly desires
by feeling the rhythm of life that nature invokes, harmonizing the rhythm of life inside
man with that inside nature, and wholly entrusting our self to the dispensation of nature.

The Confucianistic ideal that we can have a fortunate and happy age by controlling
certain human dispositions: free and extravagant playfulness coming from realistic mimic
movements, getting vitality by breaking away from daily routine through bold and active
small drum dance, all of these indicate the Korean Pung Ruy taste that allows the
flexible basic attributes and changes of nature as they are and bold deviation from
everyday life for stepping in a new world.
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