Abstract

The Philosophy of Dance Conceived by Friedrich Nietzsche

Chang, Chung-yoon (Dong-A University Professor)

The purpose of this essay is to elucidate how influential and meaningful the philosophy
of Nietzsche is for the current development of dance. In his many prominent philosophical
authologies, Nietzsche has left a lot of detailed and sophisticated descriptions of dance
movement and dance. In some sense he opothesized dance as a god position. Moreover, he
scarely refuted the impending Socratismus which considered the body as a slave to the soul.
He, thus, can be regarded as the first philosopher who liberated the body from societal
codification and aesthetic delimitation.

When we discuss the philosophy of dance by Nietzsche, we have to solve out two
problems. The first is the reason why Nietzsche mentioned ‘dance’ throughout the
philosophical-thinking process. The second is the way how we comprehend the artistic,
thinking process of Nietzsche. For Nietzsche, the through of body-mind unity, Dionysiac
impulse, the divinity and the liberation of body importantly forms the concept of dance
which we discussed in concrete while comprehending the phrases.

The philosophy of dance by Nietzsche, created fundamental principle to which artists
and scholars continue to refer to this day. In recent years, contemporary societies have been
characterized by a heightened attention to the body, expressed in the changing relation of
individual identity to health, sexuality and bodily image. The rise of body in consumer
culture as a symbolic value has been accompanied by a progressive socialization of the body.
Postmodern dance celebrates the body as subject : the joyful, aesthetically organized
creative body. The body resist the instrumentalization of contemporary society. The dance
becomes body’s speech. Through dance, the body can create speech for present life.

Although the dance is used as the philosophical symbol, Nietzsche showed clearly the
dance can become the thinking means and meanings. Furthermore, Nietzsche was the first
philosopher in the world, who consider the dance movement philosophically.

All the philosophical perspectives of Nietzsche which were nourished in dance from the
early twenty century onwards. By the redefinition of body images, of body perceptions, the
philosophy of Nietzsche created foundational principles to which artists-choreographers and
dancers- and scholars continue to refer this day.
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