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Abstract
Modern Character of Sexuality in Choi Sung Hui’'s Dance

Yoo Mi-hee (Ewha Woman's Univ)

This paper deals with the issue of sexuality in relation with the social power
structure. It's purpose is to disclose the social and psychological identity of modern
women by analyzing the movements of Choi Seunghui’s dance on the basis of the concept
and character of sexuality and linking them to the mode of appreciation of the audience.
The results are as follows:

The feminine beauty and romantic sentiments of Choi’s dance was an expression of
the image of traditional women, which occupied the minds of men and women alike as an
aesthetic image of the time. With the costume of soft, thin and lustrous material, the
wavering of the skirt seen in the movement of turning highlighted her feminine beauty,
and her half-naked shape displayed in "Bodhisattva Dance" was an expression of her will
to release the secretly oppressed sexuality by exposing the body as a symbol of femininity
rather than as an object of conventional eroticism so as to overcome the physical
difference of men and women seeing them within a broader framework of humanity.
KEspecially, the androgynous look in Choi’s dance was a method of expression to fuse
freely the characters of men and women sharing the elements of dress of both genders
beyond the fixed ideas of masculinity and femininity. For women, it was to choose an
active life as a working member of society, and for men, it was to attempt a
well-intentioned adventure for feminine sensitivity and beauty. The main point is that she
was intercrossing the boundary of masculine and feminine styles in costume and action
alike while changing her dresses, which demonstrated her flexibility for gender. Therefore,
Choi’s dance can be characterized as a hermaphrodite multiplex image, of which the
feminine sexuality allowed all the desiring of women while compromising with the
patriarchal unconsciousness.

This paper is intended to present various viewpoints in the study of the history of
dance by investigating the sociocultural character of modern dance, concentrating on New
Dance, which is coming to the fore as one of the most important subject for discussion.
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