4% AYTEANH FA] on

rol

F s 2«

Abstract

The Significance of theme in Korean Contemporary Dance

Han Hea-ree (Kyung Sung University)

The purpose of this study is to investigate some changes of theme in Korean

contemporary dance on the basis of the world view for its influencing Korean contemporary
dance and define the exact significance of theme in contemporary dance through this
process of changes. Themes of dances and backgrounds of general world views arranged for
this study by each unique period of modern times can be summarized as follows :

1.

“The Period of New Dance’ is the base line for dividing Korean contemporary dance by
the phrase of time since dance themes were innovated greatly during that time. Unlike
dances so far, New Dance aimed at expressions and delivery primarily for audience’s
sake in which the structural quality of choreography became a new element of dance.
This tendency came out of a new world view that began to realize dance not as an
individual act but as a social behavior since the generalization of the western art
ideologies.

. “The Period of Korea’s ethnic modern dance movement (or Korea’s modern creative

dance movement) was full of this nation’s search for and preservation of her identity.
Due to the social elite class’s sense of duty or responsibility to inspire ethnic pride
when there was so little political, social freedom, there appeared dance themes holding
fast to inherent Korean images.

. Korean contemporary dance after the 1990s of Korea’s exclusive caring of her national

decentralism, Kast Asia Theory and the orientalism of the West, and themes of dance
reflected these world views characteristically regarding national traits as the resource
of uniqueness based on the world’s cultural commonness.

. Dance in the internet or digital Age characteristically shows the unique tendency not

belonging to any special genre and dancers are casting off the existing dance media
due to the changes in the concept of dance itself or time and space. Thus individual
dancers and the circles of dance are forming their own groups to exchange or share
information and themes through internet.
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